
The Cats

Saura looked around. “Where am I?” she wondered. “I 
just decided to follow another trail that I haven’t used 
before. The shrine should be on top of the hill. Why do 
I come to the same place again? Am I lost?” Saura 
was 10 years old, and she liked to visit this shrine 
which worships cats. It is on the top of the hill. She 
likes this place, which is very beautiful and makes her 
feel calm and peaceful.

Everywhere around her were trees and bushes. A 
thick fog appeared from nowhere and draped across 
the path. Saura felt weary and sat under a tree. When 
she was about to fall asleep, she noticed a purely 
white cat with blue eyes that was walking out of the 
fog and looking at her. It was so cute that Saura could 
not wait to catch it. She stood up and walked towards 
the cat, but the cat ran away. Saura followed it until 
they arrived at the place she had never seen before.

More and more cats started appearing from nowhere. 
They had different colors, running around Saura and 
playing with each other. Saura tried to reach a cat but 
she couldn’t. When Saura was still wondering about 
where was she now, a girl came out and talked to her.
“Why are you here? You should not come to this 
place. ” the girl said.



The Cats
“I lost my way to the shrine, and I saw that cat, and I 
just followed it.” said Saura, pointing out the white cat. 
“Who are you? Are you the cat’s friend?” Saura asked.
“My name is Akari. I am their friends.” the girl said. 
“However, you have to leave, you cannot stay here for 
long. Your parents will worry about you.”
“I like the cats, I think they are cute, can I play with 
them for a little longer?” Saura asked.
“Ok, but you have to leave otherwise you may not be 
able to get out of this place.” Akari said.
Saura played with the cats, but no matter how hard 
she tried, she just could not touch the cats. It was 
getting late and other things Saura had never seen 
before started to come into sight.
“Quickly you need to leave. I will show you the way 
back home. ” Akari said.
However, Saura was reluctant to go. Akari mumbled 
some words then suddenly all the cats started to walk 
in a line and turned into stones, and a trail appeared in 
front of Saura. When Saura stepped on the trail, she 
looked back to say farewell to Akari, but nothing was 
there except trees and bushes. A vague trail was in 
front of her. Saura followed the trail and finally found 
the way she was familiar with.

When she got home, she found she had been missing 
for 3 days. All the people in the village has been 
searching for her. When she told the story to her 
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parents, they were shocked, because a girl missing in 
the forest many years ago named Akari.


