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The Outsiders is a dramatic story of a young boy, Ponyboy Curtis, growing up on the 
streets with a gang, the Greasers. They are a gang of friends and brothers fighting against rival 
gangs, the Socs and the Fuzz (cops). Some of them have become hardened after living on the 
streets and being picked on by the Socs, who have many advantages over the Greasers. In the 
end, the novel shows that there are people on both sides who don't want to fight each other to 
the end.

When Ponyboy says that living on the streets can teach a lot to a kid, he means that 
living like that can harden someone like Dally. “He was tougher than the rest of us - tougher, 
colder, meaner,” Ponyboy said to the readers. This shows what happened to Dally while living 
on the streets. Dally only cared about himself and not caring about others, like an opponent, 
could help a fighter in a rumble. This proves that living on the streets can toughen and harden 
someone to help them survive. 

Randy is correct when he says the Greasers will never win against the Socs, because 
the Socs have so many advantages over the Greasers.  “I really couldn’t see what the Socs 
have to sweat about - good grades, good cars, good girls, madras, Mustangs, and Corvairs.” 
The Socs are also richer so they can buy better cars, knifes and other items to abuse Greasers 
with. Ponyboy thinks this is unfair. This proves that the Greasers will never beat the Socs. 

After Ponyboy tells Cherry about what happened to Johnny and that it was the Socs who 
beat him up, she tells him that not all Socs are bad. “All Socs aren't like that,” she said. “You 
have to believe me, Ponyboy. Not all of us are like that. I’ll bet you think the Socs have it made. 
The rich kids, the Westside Socs. I’ll tell you something, Ponyboy, and it may come as a 
surprise. We have troubles you’ve never even heard of. You want to know something?” She 
looked me straight in the eye, “Things are rough all over.” Cherry tells Ponyboy that her life isn't 
perfect either and also says that not all Socs and Greasers are bad and that on both sides there 
are people who don’t want to fight. This shows why Ponyboy later became friends with Randy, a 
Soc and begins to change his mind about Socs.
 After the deaths of Johnny and Dally, Ponyboy and the gang are distraught. Pony stops 
eating and begins bumping into tables, chairs and other things and forgetting items at school 



and other places. He also begins to fail at school and needs to write a story for school, but he 
has no idea of what to write about. Then he is struck with an idea and begins to write starting 
with the sentence, “I came out of the darkness of the movie house with only two things on my 
mind: Paul Newman and a ride home.” This is the beginning of his story and starts the same as 
the novel The Outsiders. He tells us the story of two classes of society. Some of the Greasers 
have become hardened by living a tough life. The Socs have so many advantages over the 
Greasers. These groups are more divided than alike, but through their stories we learn that 
there are more things that tie them together and that the struggle of life is common for both. 


