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Gifted Friendship 

 Fitting in is never easy. Ungifted, by Gordon Korman, is a fiction book about a 

kid who gets in the gifted program by accident. Donovan has experienced social pressure, 

but throughout the book so far, he is slowly becoming accepted and beginning to bond 

with his peers. 

 At first, Donovan struggles to get along in a new place. When Donovan convinces 

his family to ignore his old friends, he says, “Those guys think they can treat the gifted 

kids like they don’t measure up as humans” (27). This quote means that the two Daniels 

mistreat the gifted kids, and Donovan is stuck in the middle. The author attempts to prove 

that Donovan can’t talk to them because he’s mad at them for destroying the class robot. 

The main character does this because he wants to stay in the gifted program for as long as 

possible. Even though Donovan is hiding from trouble, he is actually starting to like his 

new school. 

Donovan’s classmates are starting to enjoy him and welcome him. When 

Donovan realizes that the gifted kids are befriending him, he thinks, “But I like to think 

some of it was because they’d accepted me as one of them- even though I was so far 

below them intellectually that I needed a telescope to see the soles of their shoes” (57). 

The author attempts to prove that not everyone at the Academy hated him. The author 



does this by using a little humor. This important because Donovan thinks for sure he’ll 

fail his test and leave the gifted program. Although Donovan worries a lot, he is soon 

relieved.  

Donovan realizes that finally, at the Academy, he has a friend. When he learns that 

someone else is taking a test for him, he thinks, “Somewhere in this building – or even 

outside of it- hunched over a laptop, was the greatest friend I never knew I had” (102). It 

can be said that Donovan thought no one was his friend at the Academy, but he was 

wrong. It is clear that he is happy because someone cares about him. This is important 

because if he stays, he’ll have friends. Now, Donovan isn’t so worried about some of the 

problems that come with being in the gifted program.   

Throughout his time at the Academy, Donovan experiences fun with his 

classmates, bad grades, and a little bit of getting into trouble. He comes to learn that it’s 

possible to have more than one type of friend. This book can teach students to be more 

including of kids who are different from them. 


