
 

“Human beings are free until humanity needs them.” In this case it 
applies to seven year old Ender Wiggin. He is taken by a secretive organization 
called the IF to a Space School to defend humanity against a feared alien race 
known as the Buggers. The IF believes that Ender shows lots of promise and 
that he will lead an army successfully against the the enemies. Because of this, 
the commanders pay extra attention to Ender and push him more than other 
students at the school. This is something that the IF keeps secret from him. 
Although Ender faces confusion, the skill that he obtains helps him overcome 
doubt and become a leader. 

When Ender first arrived at the school, he was a confused young boy 
who didn’t know if he belonged there. He wasn’t like any of the other boys in 
his launch group. He missed home and his sister Valentine, who he was very 
close to. He tried to hide his miserable feelings because he knew they would 
make him look weak. He also knew feelings weren’t valued there. During the 
first few weeks of training, Ender had no idea what he was doing. He was very 
frustrated by this and started to work harder and understand the concepts. 
After a while, Ender was able to become more skilled, and due to this he also 
gained more friends and a feeling that he belonged. 

Ender’s skill improved his confidence. As Ender became better he was 
promoted to the army called Salamander. The commander of the army didn’t 
value him very much so he didn’t get as much exposure as the other members 
in his army. The lack of exposure forced Ender to take his training into his 
own hands to become better than he was before, by training with his old 
launchies and a girl named Petra. Ender was able to recognise that he was 
getting better and it improved his confidence. His new confidence also makes 
him want to become better and better. The only reason this works is because 
Ender wants to prove he can fight against the buggers. 

Ender’s confidence made him a stronger leader. He trained his launchies 
in a very different way compared to the other armies. Although Ender was only 
given three weeks to prepare and had to battle 7 days in a row, Ender and his 
army were able to win all of their games efficiently and was on the top of the 
Leaderboard always, improving his confidence and the trust and discipline of 
his army.  The discipline that his army had helped Ender beat the other armys. 

Ender has now gone from a confused young child to a strong, powerful 
leader. Ender feels like he can make decisions on his own, can look after 
himself, can act more independent, and not double guess himself. Due to 
Enders recent success he is more confident as a person and confidence is the 
foundation to any good leader. 


