
Monica Koh 

Ms. Lauren 

Writing Lesson 

6/28/17 

 

Liesel’s Maturity 

 
Liesel has changed throughout the book by help, experience, and conflicts in 

life. The dangers cause her to be careful because if she carelessly blabbers about the 

secrets that the Hubermanns have about the Jew, the Hubermanns would get killed 

or be imprisoned from the soldiers. For example, “You think you’re the only one 

saukerl? And you only lost your father...Her mother, her father, Max Vandenburg, 

Hans Hubermann…” As a result, this quote helps us understand that Liesel almost 

said something about losing the Jew, fortunately, she was careful and ignored that 

part.  Liesel’s maturity is a result of help, conflicts, and the circle of life, forcing her to 

become a teenager. 

The help she got was almost as if she had luck. She got adopted by parents 

who were kind and not stereotyped or abusive. For example, “....as Hans Hubermann 

held his hand out and presented a piece of bread, like magic… the jew slid 

down...buried his face between them…” This makes him very kind and brave, but 

others think that what he has done was wrong. Also, Ilsa lets her borrow some books 

from the library, which is a big help because Liesel keeps her mind off of the horrible 

world by the help of the books. As a result, the help Liesel receives makes her become 

less depressed about her life by thinking more about the horrible life in the books 

compared to her life. These examples allow her to mature because Hans is a role 

model to be kind and not get any racist thoughts about Jews, and the books gives her 

an example how to react to this situation from the book. 

The conflicts make her face danger. For example, “Both were skinny and 

pale… She wasn’t delivering her children to the higher echelons of Munich, but a 

foster home… the new family could at least feed the girl and the boy a little better, 

and educate them properly.” As you can see, this evidence helps us realize that the 

conflicts that Liesel’s dad had also benefits Liesel by making her in danger from 

Hitler since her dad was a communist. Therefore, Liesel has been hiding and learning 



new things in her new family which makes her have great new parents to role model 

for her. Surprisingly, her father’s Communist problems ended up affecting Liesel in a 

positive way. 

Lastly, the experience that she got was from her old family. How her brother 

died, letting her mom go, and her dad’s/ Max’s death. These help her mature because 

the depressing moments had already been experienced which is less depressing if 

you have already felt it. It was also very mature of her to let her mom go after her 

maturing time went on. As a result, Liesel’s maturity has improved a lot more than 

from the start.  

The changes in her life that Liesel has made, made her get through depressing 

moments, feel stronger, and happier than before. The new family made her feel 

better about the “Losing Family Situation” by reading her stolen books. This leads to 

the moral of the story which is to just go with the flow. By that, it means to let go of 

the loss of family or friends, and move on with your happy life. Therefore, this book 

represents a maturity of Liesel, including all girls, boys, women, and men. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

1. The Book Thief, Part 9 & 10 
 

○ Explain three major ways that Liesel has changed since the beginning 
of the novel. Explain also what has caused her to change, and what the 
result of her change is. 

■ Use the self-grading pyramid BEFORE you turn in your 
homework 

■ Answer all of the HOW analysis questions 
■ Add quotes to each body paragraph 
■ Correct any grammar errors 
■ Add more explanation to the Intro & Conclusion paragraphs 

 
 

https://westernhs.bcps.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_4204286/Image/Grade9GT--TheBookThiefMarkusZusak.pdf

