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Lions of Little Rock 

Throughout the book, Lions of Little Rock, Marlee finds her voice in many ways.  

There are three in particular that stand out to me.   

Marlee finds her voice by learning to talk and interact with people.  “I think 

I‘m going to try talking.”  In the beginning of the book, Marlee had a hard time talking 

to people that she didn’t feel comfortable with.  After facing one of her greatest 

fears, heights, she felt like she could face her fear of talking.   In the end, Marlee 

jumps off the high dive at the local pool and gets the courage to make new friends.  

What I really meant to say was, Marlee was inspired, which is important because 

Marlee needed inspiration to jump out of her comfort zone.   

Again, Marlee finds her voice by showing courage in standing up for her friend 

Liz. “Why shouldn’t I defend my friends?” Liz became so important to Marlee that she 

was willing to risk losing other relationships to stand up for Liz and to stand up for 

what was right.  This is important because Marlee was beginning to realize that 

segregation was wrong and was hurting her friend Liz.   

Another way Marlee finds her voice is by beginning to support the re-opening of 

the schools.  “I work for the WEC, “I said.” This matters because Marlee found a cause 



that she believed in and that she wanted to stand for.  By joining the WEC, Marlee was 

able to put into action and show others that she was passionate about integration.  

She felt so strongly about this cause, that she was even willing to put her own 

personal safety at risk by standing up to Red, a boy who was trying to hurt colored 

people such as Betty Jean’s family and Liz’s family.    

Marlee starts out shy and not confident enough to even talk to others.  

Throughout the book, she finds many ways to become more confident in herself.    

 


