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 Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 introduces a dystopian world in which 

firemen are not heroes extinguishing fire, but burners of all literature. Guy Montag, 

an average fireman, undergoes a dramatic transformation from an incinerator of 

books to a protector of books. After years of unquestioning ignorance Montag 

shared with the majority of society, a series of traumatic events ignited a small 

flame of doubt in Montag’s mind. This flame eventually grew into the fire of 

rebellion that propelled Montag to challenge the basic beliefs of his society and his 

resolve to never burn again. 

 Early in the story, Montag loved his job as a fireman. He enjoyed burning 

books and believed destroying them was the right thing to do. However, Montag 

began to be inexplicably drawn to books. “His hands were ravenous. And his eyes 

were beginning to feel hunger, as if they must look at something, anything, 

everything.” This quote shows how Montag blames his hands, like they were 

acting of their own accord, and that the desire for books was spreading from his 

hands to his eyes like poison, threatening his blissfully ignorant existence. The 

reader learns that Montag had been collecting books for a while. Montag could not 



explain why he was keeping the contraband books, yet he continued to collect and 

protect them, even though he was violating the law. Eventually, Montag came to 

realize that his movements were his own, and he was subconsciously struggling to 

gain control of his thoughts. After escaping the city, Montag realized how different 

he felt. “Half an hour later, cold, and moving carefully on the tracks, fully aware of 

his entire body…he saw the fire ahead.” This is significant because Montag 

realized his perceptions of reality have changed. He was cleansed in the river and 

was now in control of his body and awake after a lifetime of censored submission. 

Montag finally took ownership of his actions, and was feeling his body and senses 

in ways he never had before. 

 In addition to changes in Montag’s physical self-perception, he also 

experienced an emotional transformation. One night on the job, Montag was rattled 

when an old woman burned herself with her books. This experience made Montag 

realize that some people valued books over their own lives. It made him think 

about how someone had to take the time to write a book, to pour their soul into it. 

“And for the first time I realized that a man was behind each one of the books…It 

took some man a lifetime, maybe, to put some of his thoughts down, looking 

around at the world, and life, and then I come along, in two minutes, and boom! 

it’s all over.” The woman’s death was a catalyst for Montag, pushing him towards 

repugnant feelings about the work of firemen. During his struggle to understand his 

feelings, books came alive to Montag. Although whoever wrote the book might be 



dead, they lived on through their words. By burning books, Montag realized he 

was killing them. He resolved to preserve the books in his memory if he could not 

do it physically. When he met the group of men after escaping from the city, 

Montag felt ashamed for destroying the amount of books he had in his lifetime. He 

felt unworthy to be in the company of these men, but they welcomed Montag in 

spite of his past deeds. “We all made the right kind of mistakes, or we wouldn't be 

here.” This is significant because Montag learns that mistakes had been made. 

Acknowledging those mistakes and resolving to change gives mistakes value. This 

enables Montag to feel redemption and have a plan for the future. He would be an 

agent of change when society was ready to listen, which would make amends for 

the destruction he had inflicted as a fireman. 

 Bradbury skillfully used fire as a theme to help illustrate Montag’s 

conversion. During Montag’s mental journey, his fire captain, Beatty, was 

frequently an obstacle and source of confusion. After Montag was forced to burn 

his own house down, and was facing arrest, he used fire to kill Beatty and escape. 

“Beatty, he thought, you’re not a problem now. You always said, don’t face a 

problem, burn it. Well, now I’ve done both. Goodbye, Captain.” Montag himself 

became a criminal and gave up everything else for books. He was still struggling to 

break away from the confusion he felt, but Montag was certain that the world 

needed to change, and that he would be a part of it. For the first time in his life 

Montag had a desire to transcend the confines he had always accepted his whole 



life, and he was willing to put his own life on the line for freedom. Beatty was an 

obstacle standing in the way of Montag’s enlightened vision. Montag used Beatty’s 

own words to justify Montag’s criminal act and used fire to eliminate Beatty as a 

threat. Fire had always been used for destruction until Montag left the city. As he 

approached the men by the river, Montag noticed something different about the 

fire. “It was not burning, it was warming…He hadn't known fire could look this 

way. He had never thought in his life that it could give as well as take.” This 

signifies that Montag was seeing the world like he never had before. He felt more 

alive after his televised “death”. The world was coming into focus for Montag, and 

he was learning to think for himself. Montag finally felt that his life could have 

some significance. 

 Montag experienced many events that caused him to have a psychological 

transformation. He began as a mindless fireman, taking pleasure in disintegrating 

books. Montag’s metamorphosis began on a subconscious level, as he could not 

initially understand why he was drawn to books. His journey brought him 

confusion as he sought to make sense of his new thoughts and feelings. He felt 

empathy for a woman who welcomed death rather than see her books burn. In 

desperation, Montag used fire to commit murder and save himself. He ultimately 

found a sense of belonging at the end of his journey. The world needed to be 

rebuilt, and Montag finally knew his part in the world.


