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Friendship vs. Segregation 

“I have a dream that one day my four little children will one day live in a nation 

where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their 

character” Martin Luther King Junior. The historical fiction novel The Lions of Little 

Rock, by Kristin Levine, tells the story of Liz and Marlee, two friends separated by 

segregation. The main character’s life is transformed by her African American friend, Liz. 

Marlee gets very nervous a lot and is super shy. “But with words, blue can be a 

thousand shades! Two is just two. I like that.” Marlee recites prime numbers in her head 

when she’s nervous. It reminds her of her love-math. This proves that she deeply trusts 

math. Also, it must have been easy for her to memorize prime numbers, because she says 

each one without hesitation. When she meets Liz, though, her life changes. Marlee starts 

to get more brave because of math. “Maybe I could talk. Mr. Harding was already on my 

list. Just fifteen minutes a day. And it was only about math.” This shows that math gives 

her strength. She doesn’t mind using a few words to explain math. This helps her with 

talking, but it’s not the only factor that does. 

Liz and Marlee’s friendship is deep. “And for the first time, I understood what 

Judy was saying about finding someone who shared interests with you. Someone you can 

sit quietly with. For the first time, I thought I might understand what it was like to have a 



real friend.” This is important because Liz offered to help Marlee with the presentation. 

Liz is funny, and they share many traits. Liz understood Marlee, and gave her courage. 

Liz is the one who got Marlee to be more adventurous. “It was prime numbers at first. 

But somehow it changed to counting all the new people on my talking list. I’d added Ms. 

Winthrop. And Mr. Harding. I’d spoken to Liz’s mother on the phone, and chatting with 

Tommy hadn’t even made me sweat. For so long I’d been the quiet girl. If I wasn’t her 

anymore, who was I?” Marlee is realizing all that Liz has done for her. Liz was brave in 

Marlee’s eyes, but perhaps now Marlee sees herself as brave, too. Although Marlee 

wishes for courage like the lion in The Wizard of Oz, having Liz gives her as much 

courage as she could have. 

The talisman that Liz gave Marlee represented facing fears. “The feather tickled 

my hand, but as for making me less nervous, nope, it didn’t do a thing.” Marlee thinks it’s 

silly, but during the presentation, it helps her a lot. Marlee has a lot of encouragement 

from Liz even if she’s not there. This matters because since Marlee was Liz’s partner, she 

had enough bravery to do it. Marlee is given so much courage by Liz, although she 

doesn’t always see it. “That’s what I needed- a wizard to pin a medal on my chest.” Liz is 

Marlee’s wizard, pinning an invisible medal of bravery on her. Marlee already had that 

medal. Thanks to Liz, Marlee now talks to others like it’s always been perfectly normal 

for her. She had the bravery to go on a plane. She was bold enough to climb a tree. Liz 

has really done a lot for Marlee. 

Although Marlee was shy at first, the two girls’ friendship allowed Marlee to try 

many more activities that she formerly would have thought of as unthinkable. This book 



shows us that it’s okay to be different, and to never judge someone for their appearance, 

but for their personality.   


