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Brian’s Pain Filled Year in the Woods 

 

Brian has had an awful series of events happen to him physically  as well as mentally . 

Brian has seen his mother kiss an unknown man, which leads to the, “Big Split”. To know that 

his mother is in love with another man causes his heart to crack into a million pieces. This pian 

is very similar to the pian he feels due to the “Split”. When he is flying to his dad's house, the 

plane crashes because of a heart attack that the pilot receives, leaving him stranded in the 

middle of the Canadian woods. The “Split” leaves Brian wounded mentally, while the Canadian 

woods leave him trapped in a similar situation which caused physical pain to course through his 

body. 

 

Brian has been struggling in his life mentally because of The “Secret” that lead to the 

“Split”. “Brain looking over his head to see the station wagon and his mother sitting with the 

man, the time and temperature clock, the front wheel of his bike, the short blond hair of the man, 

the white shirt of the man, the hot-hate slices of the memory were exact.” Brian scenes 

something wrong with the man because of the way they were sitting tightly together, which 

causes a suspicious pian to overtake him. He doesn’t exactly know what's going to happen until 

he fully understands the situation. “A kiss where she turned her head over at an angle and put 

her mouth against the mouth of the blond man and then brought her hand up to touch his cheek, 

his forehead, while they were kissing.” The author has laid out an excellent image of the kiss, 

placing the readers in a place where they can almost see what Brian saw that day. If the reader 

could place his or her mother in that situation, they would be able to feel the immense pain that 

Brian was feeling. When Brian saw his mother kiss the man, he felt a surge of emotional pain 

that lasted throughout the whole book. Brian has been in the center of some sad situations 

causing him to mentally break down.  

 

The terrible sadness and pian match Brian's immense struggle in the woods of Canada 

that hold him captive in their grasp. “He was unbelievably, viciously thirsty. His lips were cracked 

and felt as if they were bleeding and if he did not drink some water soon he felt that he would 



wither up and die.” This quote shows Brian in an extreme sense of desperation and pain 

because he needs water to survive and he feels as if he could die soon without water. Brian is 

feeling physical pain that drives the thought of water into his mind. Now this problem happens to 

come out to be quite a simple fix for Brian, but he has many more struggles such as this one. “It 

was wind, wind like the sound of a train, with the low belly roar of a train. It was a tornado.” The 

tornado was an extreme disaster for Brian because his shelter, fish pond, bow, and spear were 

all taken away from him. When the tornado struck, taking out all of Brains supplies, He was 

already dangerously wounded from the moose, causing the pian and effect of the tornado to be 

greater. The tornado caused Brian to break down in self-pity because of his great loss. Brian 

has had pian in the woods that he can’t escape from.  

 

Brian has had struggles left and right that include his parents split, which matches his 

pain in the woods. “The memory was like a knife cutting into him. Slicing deep into him with 

hate.” Brian hated his mother for kissing a man other than his father just as much as he hated 

the woods in Canada. Brian has caught terrible luck with his family and the wilderness. The pain 

that Brian feels when he thinks of his family causes him to scream and cry like he does when a 

disaster strikes in the wilderness. “His leg was instantly torn with pain, as if a hundred needles 

had been driven into it. ‘Unnnngh!’” This quote sounds quite similar to the quote above because 

of the knife and the needles driving and cutting into him. Now of course one of these pains is 

emotional and one physical, but these two subjects flank each other in every circumstance. For 

instance, when Brian was flying the plane and had the option to land while the plane was still 

flying, but decided to kept on going, he was also keeping back the secret until both the plane 

and the secret crashed in his face. These two problems parallel each other throughout the 

Hatchet. 

 

Brian has had a awful year that include tragedies with his parents and being deserted 

and lost in a crazy world called the woods. Both of these have drove Brian to sadness, pian, and 

mourning. These two problems cut and drove into him throughout the book.  


