
The   higher   the   hope   the   bigger   the   disappointment.   “The   City   of   Ember”   by 
Jeanne   DuPrau   follows   Lina   and   Doon   while   they   try   to   find   a   way   out   of   Ember;   but 
their   first   attempt   fails   completely,   and   they   begin   to   give   up   yet   still   hope   that   what 
they   found   will   lead   them   out.   Although   they   don’t   know   who   to   trust.   For   example,   the 
mayors   are   untrustworthy   and   therefore   the   reason   given   to   the   citizens   for   building 
the   City   seem   like   a   lie,   it   is   still   more   likely   that   the   City   was   in   fact   built   to   protect 
humans   from   an   epidemic   rather   than   an   evil   experiment. 

All   the   mayors   that   are   mentioned   in   the   book   are   greedy,   selfish,   and   liars. 
That   would   lead   readers   to   believe   the   authority   can   not   be   trusted.   For   example, 
Doon   said,   “The   mayor   has   a   secret   treasure   room   in   the   Pipeworks.”(336)   This 
meant   that   the   mayor   was   stealing   food   and   supplies   for   himself   so   that   he   wouldn’t 
die   when   all   the   food   was   gone.   Also   Lina’s   great-great   grandfather,   the   seventh   mayor, 
tried   to   use   the   box   for   his   own   needs   when   he   was   dying,   “he   had   the   coughing 
sickness   that   was   common   in   the   city   then—and   he   thought   the   box   might   hold   a 
secret   that   would   save   his   life…   And   before   he   could   return   the   box   to   its   official 
hiding   place   or   tell   his   successor   about   it,   he   died.”(14)   If   he   hadn’t   been   so   selfish,   the 
citizens   of   Ember   would   have   been   able   to   get   out   and   wouldn’t   be   trapped   in   there. 

The   authority   seems   to   not   be   trustworthy   so   that   would   make   it   look   like   the 
builders   lied   to   the   first   citizens   of   ember   about   why   ember   was   created,   and   why 
they   were   living   there.   Around   the   end   of   the   book   Poppy   found   a   diary,   when   Lena 
and   Doon   read   the   diary,   they   found   out   that   the   builders   said   that   Ember   was   built 
to   protect   the   human   race.   But   as   we   know   the   builders   can’t   be   trusted   so   this 
statement   is   probably   false.   Instead   this   may   have   been   an   experiment.   Basically,   the 
builders   lied   to   make   sure   the   people   wouldn't   know   they   were   being   experimented   on. 

It’s   also   possible   that   not   all   mayors   were   greedy,   just   the   ones   we   know 
about.   That   would   mean   the   builders   were   telling   the   truth   and   Ember   was   built   to 
protect   the   human   race.   A   possible   reason   the   builders   had   to   protect   the   humans   is 
that   there   was   an   epidemic   and   the   builders   wanted   to   make   sure   that   mankind 
would   survive   as   it   was   so   threatening   to   our   survival.   Another   possible   reason   is   that 
the   builders   were   simply   trying   to   protect   the   human   race   from   natural   disaster. 
Though   this   is   unlikely,   because   we   face   natural   disasters   and   we   are   still   here.  

The   mayors   of   Ember   all   seem   untrustworthy   so   it’s   hard   for   us   to   believe 
that   Ember   was   built   to   protect   the   human   race.   In   our   world,   the   current   “president” 
is   also   a   bit   like   the   mayors.   Because   of   selfish   leaders,   members   of   a   city   or 
country   can   run   out   of   resources,   so   we   should   remember   that   it’s   possible   in   our 
world   too. 


